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Introduction

1. Leighton Linslade is preparing its first Neighbourhood Plan. The decision to

proceed with developing with a Neighbourhood Plan was made by resolution of

the Town Council in June 2023.

2. This was followed by a scoping exercise carried out between November 2023 and
April 2024 to establish the potential content of the NP, to consider the likely
desighated area and to undertake initial engagement with the community to help

answer these questions. A working party was set up by the Town Council to

oversee this project.

3. Following approval by the Town Council in May 2024 to proceed with the NP as

per the suggested scope, an application was made to “designate” the
Neighbourhood Plan area. Designated was confirmed in June 2024. The working

party was reconvened as a ‘Steering Group’ by the Town Council to lead the

project and a recruitment drive took place over the summer to attract volunteers

from the community to join the project. Appointments were confirmed in
September 2024.
4. The Steering Group splitinto four project teams: Design, Built Environment,

Community Assets and Transport; an additional team focused on

communications. Each task team comprised of Councillors, local residents and

representatives from local stakeholder groups.

Timeline of Events

Date

Event

Purpose

June 2023

Decision by Council to begin
scoping a NP project

31°t August 2023

Neighbourhood Plan Working
Party meeting

Appoint chair and begin
scoping

15" September
2023

Neighbourhood Plan Working
Party meeting

Appoint a neighbourhood plan
consultant

24" November
2023

Neighbourhood Plan Working
Party meeting

First scoping meeting with
consultants and discussion
around project governance

8t December
2023

Neighbourhood Plan Working
Party meeting

Second scoping meeting with
consultants and stakeholder
mapping exercise and
discussions around early
engagement.

January/February | Informal public engagement Scoping exercise and survey
2024
15" April 2024 Neighbourhood Plan Working Review of work by consultants

Party meeting

and working party, including




the informal public
engagement exercise

27" June 2024

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

Initial meeting. The
opportunity to join the
steering group was advertised
on the website, social media
and through posters and print
media.

15t July 2024

Letter sent to CBC Director of
Place and Communities
requesting a meeting to discuss
emerging policies and CBC
landownership/assets relevant
to the NP.

To seek to align workstreams
and work collaboratively with
CBC as both planning
authority and landowner.
Request for meeting declined.

1t August 2024

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

Applications to join were
received and task team
membership agreed.

12" September Neighbourhood Plan Steering Engagement with Central

2024 Group meeting Bedfordshire Council.

13" September Letters to CBC Request for Screening
Opinion for SEA and HRA.

10" October 2024 | Neighbourhood Plan Steering Funding for two Town Centre

Group meeting

Master planning reports and a
Housing Needs Assessment
were secured through
Locality/AECOM.

5t November

Town Centre walkabout

With AECOM for Master

2024 planning work — opportunities
were taken to speak to
residents and town centre
users

November 2024 Locality Applications Submitted for funding for

further technical support
packages HRA/ SEA and
viability for Land South of High
Street ( all successful)

14" November
2024

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

Refinement of vision for plan
and policies, and
communications strategy for
public consultation on policy
ideas

December 2024

Leighton Linslade Plan website
created
www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

A simple and accessible
website was created as a
single source of information
about the plan and
consultation opportunities.



http://www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk/

16" January 2025

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

A representative of the
Greensand Trust presented an
overview of local work that
could tie in to green and blue
infrastructure policy.

5t March 2025

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

Output from Masterplan and
Housing Needs Assessment
reports considered

17" March - 21¢t

Informal Engagement Launch

Informal engagement on draft

April 2025 event — Annual Town Meeting policy areas began. A
presentations was given by
the Chair of the steering group
and public questions were
asked and answered.

29" March 2025 Pop-up consultation event - In person public drop-in

Leighton Buzzard Market Stall consultation session
31t March 2025 Pop-up consultation event — In person public drop-in
Astral Park consultation session
4™ April 2025 Pop-up consultation event—The | In person public drop-in
White House consultation session
7" April 2025 Pop-up consultation event — In person public drop-in
Linslade Memorial Pavillion consultation session
12" April 2025 Pop-up consultation event - In person public drop-in
Leighton Buzzard Market Stall consultation session
15" April 2025 Pop-up consultation event - In person public drop-in
Leighton Buzzard Market Stall consultation session
14" July 2025 Ouzel Valley Park Steering Reviewed proposed Green

Group

Infrastructure Policy

215 July 2025

Leighton-Linslade Town Council
Policy and Finance Committee

Reviewed an early pre-
submission draft of the
Neighbourhood Plan for
comment

15" September Leighton-Linslade Town Council | Reviewed a further draft of the

2025 Policy and Finance Committee Neighbourhood Plan for
comment

September 2025 Landowner engagement LLTC wrote to landowners
impacted by proposed
policies in advance of the
Regulation 14 consultation

29" September Leighton-Linslade Full Town Approved Neighbourhood

2025 Council Meeting Plan and consultation period

for Regulation 14

13" October — 30t
November 2025

Regulation 14 Consultation
Period

Well publicised through on-
line and off-line media

17" December
2025

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group meeting

To review outputs of
Regulation 14 consultation (
uploaded to website)




18" December Email to CBC to request To resolve issues around

2025 meeting Policy LL5. CBC confirmed in
February 2026 that a meeting
was unable to be arranged
due to availability

3 March 2025 Letter sent to CBC setting out To resolve objection to policy

suggested revisions to LL5 wording to enable plan
progression Response
received 20" March
maintaining objection
(uploaded to website)

26" March 2026 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Review and approval of draft

Group meeting submission version of plan
following further discussion
over policy LL5

20" April 2026 Policy and Finance Committee Review and approval of
Meeting submission version of Plan
27" April 2026 Full Council Meeting Approval of Submission Plan.

The Early Engagement Process

1.

Leighton-Linslade Town Council has a strong presence online and on social
media, including Facebook, Twitter/X, Instagram, YouTube, with just under
33,000 followers across all accounts and platforms.

The Leighton-Linslade Town Council website includes a permanent
Neighbourhood Plan page, however a separate Leighton-Linslade
Neighbourhood Plan website was also created to demonstrate the community
led nature of the Plan

A communications task team was created that was responsible for generating
ideas for engagement, including planning in person events. This was supported
by officers of the Town Council throughout the process who provided publicity
material, booked venues and arranged attendance at events to promote the
Plan.

Leighton-Linslade ensured information about the project was available to those
who are not online, through a number of approaches including: posters, banners,
displays, press releases for newspaper articles and circulars. For example three
separate articles appeared in editions of the ‘About Town’ community newsletter
(delivered to all households) before informal engagement began in both February
2024 and March 2025. Additionally, articles and social media posts were used at
regular intervals to keep everyone up to date with the current project status.

The Town Council sought to engage with Central Bedfordshire Councilin its role
as both Planning Authority and Landowner of Land South of the High Street (




Examples of Early Informal

Policy LL5) Whilst in its role as Planning Authority the Neighbourhood Plan
Officer and the Planning Policy Teams provided helpful responses throughout the
process, CBC as land owner was not prepared to engage in meaningful dialogue
which was requested in summer 2025, Spring 2025 in response to informal
engagement nor after the Regulation 14 stage. At both the Regulation 14 stage
and post Regulation 14 stage, communication was in the form of written
objections provided by an external planning consultant appointed by CBC ( The
responses are set out in the documents section of the NP website.

Itis noted that the consultants also refer to lack of meaningful engagement,
suggesting the Town Council had not sought to involve them in the process.
Beyond the direct request, dialogue has been ongoing for some years and a
precis of this is set out below.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EVIDENECE
AND RESEARCH PHASE

The Town Council is now interested to

e ngage me nt Pu blicity hear from people to help us with the

1.

research and evidence gathering phase
of the Leighton-Linslade

Posters and online advertising to join  PREEIEEEEELEL
the Steering Group in June 2024

Expressions of interest deadline
Tuesday 23d July

Next Steps:

@ Would you like to be part of the steering group?

o b .
@ Wait to hear from us! = '@ ﬁ
E1S
For more information: E 'Hﬁ

www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk/leighton-linslade-
neighbourhood-plan-reseach/


https://leightonlinsladeplan.uk/documents/

2. The website includes background information and interactive maps, it was also
used as the home for digital surveys for engagement and other contact
information.

bblal TSN GVl VW IVAE -

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN NE("GHBOURHOOD
Have Your Say!

o We need your views! o
We want to engage with local residents, businesses,
organisations and community groups to scope a possible future
Neighbourhood Plan for Leighton-Linslade.

Please come along to our drop-in sessions:
Saturday, 3 February 10am - 1pm at LB Library
Monday, 5 February 2.30pm- 4.30pm at The White House
Wednesday, 7 February 6.00pm - 8.00pm at The White House

N o— o e

For more information What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

or to complete our

online survey, scan This is a document produced in partnership with the local
here community, which promotes genuinely sustainable planning
f-‘-t . gain, obtained through the Localism Act 2011.

locations of any large developments, the type of design and
l -

*m architecture used, the potential impact on public services and

A good Neighbourhood Plan will attempt to include many
%’ aspects of development that affect local residents, such as
? - oo p’m


https://leightonlinsladeplan.uk/documents/
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. Leighton Linslade Town Council (LLTC) is preparing the first Leighton Linslade
Neighbourhood Plan (LLNP) to cover the period from 2024 - 2042. LLTC is
defined as a ‘qualifying body’ for this purpose in line with the Neighbourhood
Planning_(General)_Regulations 2012 (as amended).

N

. The Leighton Linslade Neighbourhood Area was designated by Central
Bedfordshire Council on the 26" June 2024 as the area to which the policies
of the LLNP will apply. A map showing the Neighbourhood Area is shown

Leighton Linslade Neighbourhood Plan Policy Map

Use the interactive map on this page to explore Leighton Linslade
Neighbourhood Plan Policies.

Leighton-Linslade Interactive Policy Map

\
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Outcomes

1. 30residents and stakeholders came forward from a wide demographic to join

the Steering Group and the 5 thematic Task Groups.

Early views of the most important elements to consider in the plan were gathered
through general surveys and by reviewing the results of past consultation. Key
issues were identified and the appetite for inclusion of particular types of
planning policy tested.

3. Theresults are shown below:
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6. Protecting and enhancing our green spaces.

Very brportant
Irportant
Not I portant

Dot Know

M

7. Retaining and enhancing cur community facilities.

@ Very rpoum
® oot
@ rotimpontam

® oonrow

L]

@ Very oo
@ oot
@ rotimporam

® Vonreew

o

@ very brporunt
® rrootant
@ Notlmpontan

® Sonriew

28

Ensuring a vibrant, commercially viable, town centre,

. Protecting sensttive landscapes/smportant views,

- = g

10. Being able to reduce dependence of the use of the car for short journeys

® oy beount
@ ireoran
® Notimpoman

® Corew

13

11. What other factors that you think should be taken into consideration when thinking about planning
for the future in our community ( excluding housing). Please specify.

294
Responses

Latest Responses
“Redhcing traffic jom af Leighton Rood (from Tesco o the roundabout of
“Promoting the High St*
“Neardy fockties Expanded culturol offfering”

12. What should our highest pricrity be for the types of homes we plan for? Please rank in ceder of
importance (1 - 7) with 1 being the most important. Drag and drop your answers,

1 Prontiing Browrfield develop.

2 Providing homes for young pec
3 Providing more affordatie Hows.
4 Emurng new homes ae Zero €
S ernilyng use feilleg) is e
6 Specaket housing far clder part

T Belding more homes or tamiie

13. What are the three most important factors we should take into account in identifying suitable land for

housing development?

295

Resporses

“Biggest concemn os the town (s alreody congestioned os it is, buliding mor.
parking § crossings insteod of 2ebvo ro...
“1. poor commection on foot between new estates ond roods 2 bod ¢rcfew.

17. There are already a number of facities in the Parish that some of the community uses for sport,
leisure and lifestyle purposes. Which are the most important to you?

295
Responses

Latest Responses
"Geoon frow aveas ands leture centres”
“Astraf Pork Poges park”
“Uitvary theatre, Parson's pork, Bushmere country park”™

10



Early consultation — policy ideas

1. This was held between March — April 2024 and invited respondents to verify that
the policy ideas suggested were suitable and submit their own suggestions for
what should be included in each policy.

2. The proposed policy ideas included for discussion were:

centre of town(s) renewal

design principles in Leighton Buzzard

design principles in Linslade Cluster and the Waterside Corridor

land south of the High Street

land at Bridge Meadow

strategic employment locations

housing needs, mix and type

S® S0 000D

local heritage assets

existing and new community assets
green and blue infrastructure

~

local green spaces
Chiltern Beechwoods SAC

. Active travel and parking
Brownfield development sites
Renewable energy
Education

2 v o > 3

Infrastructure investment priorities

Examples of Policy Ideas Consultation publicity

1. The consultation was launched at the |
Annual Parish Meeting, including a ‘ cnuuc".
presentation for attendees. The event was N E W S
advertised in advance through social | Sompune. 32’3?12',"{"7";!;2?“"9
media, print media and the community
newsletter (delivered to all households).

2. Banners and posters were put up,
reminding people how to take part and pop
up stalls were held at popular events,
including the weekly market, and flyers left
in key locations, like the library.

3. Advance advertising in ‘About Town’ local
free community newsletter.

Wed02 Planning 871 ot commites

MNT7 Communty safety sub
Committe

e
;‘:g Poicy & Finance Comriies




4. All advertising included
the website link or QR
code to direct people to
find out more about how
to take part in the survey
or attend an in-person
drop in consultation
event.

To bring this vision to life, five focug
Task Teams have been forme

tackle key areas: design, the built
€énvironment, transport, community
facilities, and communications.
We're thrilled we have secured
national grant funding, driving
forward two major initiatives: looking
at how we maximise the potential of
our town centre and a review of what
housing our town actually needs, both
of which are now well underway!

[I:eTll Your Chance to Shape
the Future

This spring, we're inviting everyone
to help shape our town’s future. The
journey begins at the Annual Parish
Meeting on Monday 17 March at the
Library Theatre 7.30pm start.

Come along to explore what the
Steering Group and Task Teams have

. been working on, share your ideas,

rig i

NEIGHBOURHOOD
0 PLAN
<e. 3

(961‘0 ﬂ‘\\_‘\“s\’b

Can’t make it? Don’t worry! There
will be plenty of other opportunities
to get involved and have your say.

Stay Connected

We're launching a brand-new website
at www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk to
keep you up to date on the
Neighbourhood Plan. Until then,
check out the Town Council

website for the latest news on this
vital project.

12



jom us at me Find out more about the

Neighbourhood Plan for

Leighton-Linslade and ask
A N N U A L questions to the Town
Councillors.

EVERYONE WELCOME

MONDAY 17 MARCH
7.30 - 9.00pm

Library Theatre
Lake Street | LU7 IRX

5. Attendees at the Annual
Town Meeting watch a
presentation and ask questions

13



6. Banners on railings in prominent locations:

LEIGHTON
"LINSLADE
TOWN COUNCIL

14



7. Leaflets at the library, and to hand out at events:
‘ Ui o somes LN

South Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth
& Plant
ant sale

Saturday 26 April

WHAT'S ON

1N L \
TANING o g \\\
x ™
'S

Moy, Y

Want to chat to someone?

Join us at one of our drop in sessions:

March 2025

« Saturday 29th March (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall

HAVE YOUR SAY“ * Monday 31st March (4pm-6pm) - Astral Park

April 2025

« Friday 4th April (4pm-6pm) - The White House
* Monday 7th April (5pm-7pm) - Linslade Memorial
Pavilion

on draft policies for issues such as

+ Green Spaces

« Heritage Assets
* Transport

+ Town Centre

» Saturday 12th April (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall
» Tuesday 15th April (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall

Scan the QR code or join our upcoming
engagement events - dates overleaf!

Not online? Phone us on 01525 631920

www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

15



8. Pop-up stall at the Market

9. Social Media Advertising on Facebook, Instagram and Linkedln

Leighton-Linslade Town Council ---
g Leighton-Linslade Town Coun...
37 followers
2mo* ®

Leighton-Linslade Town Council -« Official

Official created an event. 25 Mar - @
24 Mar - Q ) Have Your Say on the Future of
. . Leighton-Linslade! &... See more Have Your Say on the Future of

Leighton-Linslade! ... more

Leighton-Linslade T
eighton-Linslade

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

<,

HAVE YCUR SAY! Mo
Complete the online surveys now or join us atone of our H AVE YOUR S AY!!

upcoming engagement events

Sat, 29 Mar « Saturday 29th March (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall Complete the online surveys now or join us at one of our
7 « Monday 31st March (4pm-6pm) - Astral Park upcoming engagement events

i « Friday 4th April (4pm-6pm) - The White Hou: « Saturday 29th March (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall
Neighbourhood Plan
c ity El * Interested ) mndgﬂ:;t?ﬂll r(ﬁ:(a:\ 7p3r;;)m ;.l:;ul::’kummm“lmuon « Monday 31st March (4pm-6pm) - Astral Park

« Saturday P! am-
ommunlty ngagement « Tuesday 15th April (9am-3pm) - LB Market Stall « Friday 4th April (4pm-6pm) - The White House
i Monda 7th | (5pm-7pm) - Lnslade MemoﬂalPa ilion

0 Shared to Leighton Buzzard Is y 7t Al (G Zp vi

Great! * Tuesday 15th April (9am- 3pm) L8 Market Stall

www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

leightonlinsladeplan.uk
Leighton Linslade Learn more
Neighbourhood Plan - Leight...

www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

@@ Adrian Harrison + 28 26 comments 17 shares

16



Outcomes

1. 298 responses were received. An after-event press release resulted in an article
in the local paper.

2. The policy ideas feedback was incorporated into the draft regulation 14 plan. For
example, suggested Local Green Spaces and Heritage Assets were assessed for
potential inclusion and views on environmental and housing policy considered.

3. Afull breakdown of the results is included as appendix 1.

Pre Submission Plan Publicity

1. Alongside advertising the consultation to residents, local businesses and anyone
who lives, works or spends time in Leighton Linslade, more than 100 statutory
Consultees were informed about the consultation via letter or email. A full list of
statutory consultees is listed in Appendix 3.

Examples of Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Publicity

1. Advanced notification was given before the regulation 14 publicity period
started, including these examples on social media:

17



Official
17 September 2025 - @

)+ Neighbourhood Plan Update

Leighton-Linslade

. Leighton-Linslade Town Council

Thank you to everyone who shared their views
with us during March/April - your feedback on
the proposed policies has been invaluable.

NEIGHBOURHOOD

G PN
Dhton-1:05”

UPCATE

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is now being
reviewed by the Town Council.

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is now being
reviewed by the Town Council. Once approved,
we'll move into the next stage: a formal six-week
consultation with the community and
stakeholders (known as pre-submission
consultation or Regulation 14).

Keep an eye on our social media and local press
for details of the launc... See more

Once approved, we'll move into the next stage: a
formal six-week consultation with the community

00 “h

and stakeholders (known as pre-submission i Like () Comment
consultation or Regulation 14).
And these closer to the start date:
Leighton-Linslade Town Council Official's post @

Leighton-Linslade Town Council Official
7 October 2025 - @

)+ COMING SOON: Help Shape the Future of Leighton-Linslade! & !

The draft Neighbourhood Plan for Leighton-Linslade is nearly ready — and soon, you'll have the
chance to have your say! ¢

Over the past year, a local Steering Group has been working hard to develop planning policies that
reflect what matters most to our community — from protecting green spaces and enhancing the town
centre, to improving infrastructure, education, and active travel. } ‘s &

“* Public consultation launches next week as part of the official Regulation 14 process.

You'll be able to:

{J Read the draft Plan

{J Explore key policy areas

J Give your feedback and views

M Stay tuned for the launch at:
www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

Let's plan a better future — together!

#LeightonLinslade #NeighbourhoodPlan #ComingSoon #CommunityVoice #HaveYourSay
#PlanningForTheFuture #LoveWhereYoulLive

Leighton-Linslade

/AN

18




Leighton-Linslade Town Council Official's post @

Leighton-Linslade

HAVE YCOUR SAY!

The public consultation of the draft

2. Notification was added to _Neighbourhood Plan for
i ] Leighton-Linslade launches on
the Town Council website Monday 13 October and will run

i til Sunday 30 November.
as well as the Leighton until Sunday Vi

Linslade NP website:

www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk

Consultations

The annual Parish Meeting will take place at the Leighton Buzzard Library Theatre on Monday 23rd March. We
hope to see you there!

'{%_[}) ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Home > Consultations

Open Consultations

Leighton Linslade Neighbourhood Plan Consultation

The Leighton Linslade Neighbourhood Plan (LLNP) is published for statutory consultation under Regulation 14 of the Regulations. Comments on the proposals
and content of the plan and its other published documents were welcomed from everyone living and working in Leighton Linslade as well as local organisations
and landowners.

The consultation window for this part of the Neighbourhood Plan closed on 30th November 2025.

Keep up to date about the next stages of the Leighton Linslade Neighbourhood Plan.

19



3. Press release about the consultation featured in local newspaper Leighton
Buzzard Observer

. Leighton Buzzard
= O rver News you can trust since 1861

News Submit Your Story Your Leighton Sport What's On Lifestyle Advertise Anno

close after drone attack ® Actor pays tribute to Hollywood legend ® Comedian's pari
On Monday, 13th October, a six-week period of formal public

consultation will be launched for the draft Neighbourhood Plan for
Leighton-Linslade.

Following 18 months of work by town councillors and representatives of the
local community, a document has been developed containing 14 draft policies to
help shape any future development within the parish boundary.

The consultation now provides stakeholders, companies, voluntary groups and
people who live or work within the town the opportunity to comment on and
help refine the Plan.

4. Posters, banners and flyers were put up and distributed including a QR code to
the website and details about how to take part. Paper copies of the NP were
available at the White House and Leighton Buzzard Library.

20



Leighton-Linslade

&
Sh tOn—\_'\(\?’\

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Public Consultation runs from
Monday 13 Oct - Sunday 30 Nov

Have your say on draft policies including
local green space, education, town centre,
Bridge Meadow, active travel & infrastructure. 4

Paper Copies available to view at
The White House and Leighton Buzzard Library,
or scan the QR code to view the
plan and share your views online!

www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk ol 2

Outcomes

1.

The Pre Submission Plan received 93 comments from 29 non-statutory
consultees. Additionally, a dozen statutory consultees took part in the
consultation.

21



. Theviews of all respondents were considered and amendments were made
where doing so was considered both reflective of community wishes and
possible within neighbourhood planning regulations.

. Areportontheresponsesisincluded in Appendix 2. Full versions of all statutory
and community responses are set out on the documents page of the website

. The Submission draft of the Neighbourhood Plan was subsequently developed.

22
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