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Introduction 
1. Leighton Linslade is preparing its first Neighbourhood Plan. The decision to 

proceed with developing with a Neighbourhood Plan was made by resolution of 
the Town Council in June 2023. 

2. This was followed by a scoping exercise carried out between November 2023 and 
April 2024 to establish the potential content of the NP, to consider the likely 
designated area and to undertake initial engagement with the community to help 
answer these questions. A working party was set up by the Town Council to 
oversee this project.  

3. Following approval by the Town Council in May 2024 to proceed with the NP as 
per the suggested scope, an application was made to “designate” the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. Designated was confirmed in June 2024. The working 
party was reconvened as a ‘Steering Group’ by the Town Council to lead the 
project and a recruitment drive took place over the summer to attract volunteers 
from the community to join the project. Appointments were confirmed in 
September 2024.  

4. The Steering Group split into four project teams: Design, Built Environment, 
Community Assets and Transport; an additional team focused on 
communications. Each task team comprised of Councillors, local residents and 
representatives from local stakeholder groups.  

Timeline of Events 
Date Event Purpose 
June 2023 Decision by Council to begin 

scoping a NP project 
 

31st August 2023 Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party meeting 

Appoint chair and begin 
scoping 

15th September 
2023 

Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party meeting 

Appoint a neighbourhood plan 
consultant 

24th November 
2023 

Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party meeting 

First scoping meeting with 
consultants and discussion 
around project governance 

8th December 
2023 

Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party meeting 

Second scoping meeting with 
consultants and stakeholder 
mapping exercise and 
discussions around early 
engagement. 

January/February 
2024 

Informal public engagement Scoping exercise and survey 

15th April 2024 Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party meeting 

Review of work by consultants 
and working party, including 
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the informal public 
engagement exercise 

27th June 2024 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Initial meeting.  The 
opportunity to join the 
steering group was advertised 
on the website, social media 
and through posters and print 
media. 

15th July 2024 Letter sent to CBC Director of 
Place and Communities 
requesting a meeting to discuss 
emerging policies and CBC 
landownership/assets relevant 
to the NP. 

To seek to align workstreams 
and work collaboratively with 
CBC as both planning 
authority and landowner. 
Request for meeting declined. 

1st August 2024 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Applications to join were 
received and task team 
membership agreed.  

12th September 
2024 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Engagement with Central 
Bedfordshire Council. 

13th September Letters to CBC Request for Screening 
Opinion for SEA and HRA. 

10th October 2024 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Funding for two Town Centre 
Master planning reports and a 
Housing Needs Assessment 
were secured through 
Locality/AECOM. 

5th November 
2024 

Town Centre walkabout With AECOM for Master 
planning work – opportunities 
were taken to speak to 
residents and town centre 
users  

November 2024 Locality Applications Submitted for funding for 
further technical support 
packages HRA/ SEA and 
viability for Land South of High 
Street ( all successful)  

14th November 
2024 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Refinement of vision for plan 
and policies, and 
communications strategy for 
public consultation on policy 
ideas  

December 2024 Leighton Linslade Plan website 
created 
www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk  

A simple and accessible 
website was created as a 
single source of information 
about the plan and 
consultation opportunities. 

http://www.leightonlinsladeplan.uk/
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16th January 2025 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

A representative of the 
Greensand Trust presented an 
overview of local work that 
could tie in to green and blue 
infrastructure policy.  

5th March 2025 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Output from Masterplan and 
Housing Needs Assessment 
reports considered 

17th March – 21st 
April 2025 

Informal Engagement Launch 
event – Annual Town Meeting 

Informal engagement on draft 
policy areas began. A 
presentations was given by 
the Chair of the steering group 
and public questions were 
asked and answered.  

29th March 2025 Pop-up consultation event - 
Leighton Buzzard Market Stall 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

31st March 2025 Pop-up consultation event – 
Astral Park 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

4th April 2025 Pop-up consultation event – The 
White House 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

7th April 2025 Pop-up consultation event – 
Linslade Memorial Pavillion 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

12th April 2025 Pop-up consultation event - 
Leighton Buzzard Market Stall 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

15th April 2025 Pop-up consultation event - 
Leighton Buzzard Market Stall 

In person public drop-in 
consultation session 

14th July 2025 Ouzel Valley Park Steering 
Group 

Reviewed proposed Green 
Infrastructure Policy 

21st July 2025 Leighton-Linslade Town Council 
Policy and Finance Committee 

Reviewed an early pre-
submission draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan for 
comment 

15th September 
2025 

Leighton-Linslade Town Council 
Policy and Finance Committee 

Reviewed a further draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan for 
comment 

September 2025 Landowner engagement LLTC wrote to landowners 
impacted by proposed 
policies in advance of the 
Regulation 14 consultation 

29th September 
2025 

Leighton-Linslade Full Town 
Council Meeting 

Approved Neighbourhood 
Plan and consultation period 
for Regulation 14 

13th October – 30th 
November 2025 

Regulation 14 Consultation 
Period 

Well publicised through on-
line and oh-line media 

17th December 
2025 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

To review outputs of 
Regulation 14 consultation ( 
uploaded to website) 
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18th December 
2025 

Email to CBC to request 
meeting  

To resolve issues around 
Policy LL5. CBC confirmed in 
February 2026 that a meeting 
was unable to be arranged 
due to availability  

3rd March 2025 Letter sent to CBC setting out 
suggested revisions to LL5 

To resolve objection to policy 
wording to enable plan 
progression Response 
received 20th March 
maintaining objection 
(uploaded to website)  

26th March 2026 Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meeting 

Review and approval of draft 
submission version of plan 
following further discussion 
over policy LL5 

20th April 2026 Policy and Finance Committee 
Meeting 

Review and approval of 
submission version of Plan 

27th April 2026 Full Council Meeting Approval of Submission Plan.  
 

The Early Engagement Process 
1. Leighton-Linslade Town Council has a strong presence online and on social 

media, including Facebook, Twitter/X, Instagram, YouTube, with just under 
33,000 followers across all accounts and platforms. 

2. The Leighton-Linslade Town Council website includes a permanent 
Neighbourhood Plan page, however a separate Leighton-Linslade 
Neighbourhood Plan website was also created to demonstrate the community 
led nature of the Plan 

3. A communications task team was created that was responsible for generating 
ideas for engagement, including planning in person events. This was supported 
by ohicers of the Town Council throughout the process who provided publicity 
material, booked venues and arranged attendance at events to promote the 
Plan. 

4. Leighton-Linslade ensured information about the project was available to those 
who are not online, through a number of approaches including: posters, banners, 
displays, press releases for newspaper articles and circulars. For example three 
separate articles appeared in editions of the ‘About Town’ community newsletter 
(delivered to all households) before informal engagement began in both February 
2024 and March 2025. Additionally, articles and social media posts were used at 
regular intervals to keep everyone up to date with the current project status.  

5. The Town Council sought to engage with Central Bedfordshire Council in its role 
as both Planning Authority and Landowner of Land South of the High Street ( 
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Policy LL5) Whilst in its role as Planning Authority the Neighbourhood Plan 
Ohicer and the Planning Policy Teams provided helpful responses throughout the 
process, CBC as land owner was not prepared to engage in meaningful dialogue 
which was requested in summer 2025, Spring 2025 in response to informal 
engagement nor after the Regulation 14 stage.  At both the Regulation 14 stage 
and post Regulation 14 stage, communication was in the form of written 
objections provided by an external planning consultant appointed by CBC ( The 
responses are set out in the documents section of the NP website. 
It is noted that the consultants also refer to lack of meaningful engagement, 
suggesting the Town Council had not sought to involve them in the process. 
Beyond the direct request, dialogue has been ongoing for some years and a 
precis of this is set out below.  
 
 
 
 

Examples of Early Informal 
engagement Publicity 

1. Posters and online advertising to join 
the Steering Group in June 2024 
 

 

 

https://leightonlinsladeplan.uk/documents/


7 
 

2. The website includes background information and interactive maps, it was also 
used as the home for digital surveys for engagement and other contact 
information. 

https://leightonlinsladeplan.uk/documents/
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Outcomes 
1. 30 residents and stakeholders came forward from a wide demographic to join 

the Steering Group and the 5 thematic Task Groups. 
2. Early views of the most important elements to consider in the plan were gathered 

through general surveys and by reviewing the results of past consultation. Key 
issues were identified and the appetite for inclusion of particular types of 
planning policy tested.  

3. The results are shown below: 
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Early consultation – policy ideas 
1. This was held between March – April 2024 and invited respondents to verify that 

the policy ideas suggested were suitable and submit their own suggestions for 
what should be included in each policy.  

2. The proposed policy ideas included for discussion were:  
a. centre of town(s) renewal 
b. design principles in Leighton Buzzard 
c. design principles in Linslade Cluster and the Waterside Corridor 
d. land south of the High Street 
e. land at Bridge Meadow 
f. strategic employment locations 
g. housing needs, mix and type 
h. local heritage assets 
i. existing and new community assets 
j. green and blue infrastructure 
k. local green spaces 
l. Chiltern Beechwoods SAC 
m. Active travel and parking 
n. Brownfield development sites 
o. Renewable energy 
p. Education 
q. Infrastructure investment priorities 

Examples of Policy Ideas Consultation publicity 
1. The consultation was launched at the 

Annual Parish Meeting, including a 
presentation for attendees. The event was 
advertised in advance through social 
media, print media and the community 
newsletter (delivered to all households).  

2. Banners and posters were put up, 
reminding people how to take part and pop 
up stalls were held at popular events, 
including the weekly market, and flyers left 
in key locations, like the library.  

3. Advance advertising in ‘About Town’ local 
free community newsletter. 
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4. All advertising included 
the website link or QR 
code to direct people to 
find out more about how 
to take part in the survey 
or attend an in-person 
drop in consultation 
event. 
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5. Attendees at the Annual 
Town Meeting watch a 
presentation and ask questions

s 
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6. Banners on railings in prominent locations: 
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7. Leaflets at the library, and to hand out at events: 
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8. Pop-up stall at the Market 

 

9. Social Media Advertising on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn 
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Outcomes 
1. 298 responses were received. An after-event press release resulted in an article 

in the local paper.  
2. The policy ideas feedback was incorporated into the draft regulation 14 plan. For 

example, suggested Local Green Spaces and Heritage Assets were assessed for 
potential inclusion and views on environmental and housing policy considered. 

3. A full breakdown of the results is included as appendix 1.  

 

 

Pre Submission Plan Publicity 
1. Alongside advertising the consultation to residents, local businesses and anyone 

who lives, works or spends time in Leighton Linslade, more than 100 statutory 
Consultees were informed about the consultation via letter or email. A full list of 
statutory consultees is listed in Appendix 3. 

Examples of Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Publicity 
1. Advanced notification was given before the regulation 14 publicity period 

started, including these examples on social media: 
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And these closer to the start date: 
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2. Notification was added to 
the Town Council website 
as well as the Leighton 
Linslade NP website: 
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3. Press release about the consultation featured in local newspaper Leighton 
Buzzard Observer 

 
 

4. Posters, banners and flyers were put up and distributed including a QR code to 
the website and details about how to take part. Paper copies of the NP were 
available at the White House and Leighton Buzzard Library. 
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Outcomes 
1. The Pre Submission Plan received 93 comments from 29 non-statutory 

consultees. Additionally, a dozen statutory consultees took part in the 
consultation. 
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2. The views of all respondents were considered and amendments were made 
where doing so was considered both reflective of community wishes and 
possible within neighbourhood planning regulations.  

3. A report on the responses is included in Appendix 2. Full versions of all statutory 
and community responses are set out on the documents page of the website 

4. The Submission draft of the Neighbourhood Plan was subsequently developed. 

 

https://leightonlinsladeplan.uk/documents/

